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B v, M D/Beria, L P 5QX1

| he possesses certaln orgsnizational

talents, but 1s extremely wesk on theory., . He speaks Russian with an aceggy;
end makes grammatical errors. Bagirov i=celved very little formal educstion

" which was limited to the grammar school level. He received hic Maryist education

during the years of 1930-1931 in Moscow. 50%1

Bagirovts career can be divided into the following periods: The first period

began during the British cccupation of Azervaijan  .n 1918 when Bagirov played

en important role clandestinely as chief or the City Police | le, Soviet agent
A
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he Joined the Party im 1917; his political face was nmot clear duricg this peg%g\ﬁ.

The second period covers the time when the fate of Azerbaijan Wwas being sealed
by the bolsheviks in 1920, Beria was then directing the unde: ground, where 150x1
met Bagirov apd his sister, whom Beria merried. Upon the seizure of Azerbaijan
by the bolsheviks, Begirov became the head of the ‘Cheks and Beris his assistant
Being s Georglan, Beria could not be given the command of the Cheks in

Azerbal jan, . therefore, Bagirowv, who was a Turk-Azerbaijenian, . headed it.

1o reality, however, the Baku Cheka was run by Beris.

The third period of Bagirov's career took place during the years of collectivi-
zation (1928-1929) and the years of the first purge through 1933. The consolis
dation of  bolshevik power in the Caucasus during these years was characterized
by the cooperation with the bolshevike on the part of “mational” Commnists,
who in reality were the forerummers of Titoism. However, toward the end of
1929 the liquidation of these natiomal Communists a3 ordered by Moscow. To
achieve this it became necessary to rezort to ienin snd Stalin slogans calling
for the creation of nstiongl republics within the orbit of Moscow. It was
Baglrov who liquidated the nations’ Commmists 0. Azertaijan  -- Bungidzave,
Okhundov, Sultanoy end Narimenov, The fight for the centralization of power
was goon won end all appointments were made by Moscow. Bagirov first was made
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cheirman of the Council of Ministers; and leter first secretary of the
Central Committee oi Azerbaijem. At the seme time Beria received the
post of deputy chief of the ueorgien GPU and later beceme its hesd. After
1931, Beris wu: made secretary of the Georglan Central Commlttee (as Baglrov
in Azerbadjapn) .,

Then came the fourth period of Bagirov's career, 1937-1941. In 1937 there
were twelve Union Republics in the Soviet Union and while all republican
secretaries except Beria and Baglirov were liquidated, these two, not only
survived but were admitted into the Central Committee. In 1937 the Central
Committee consisted of 128 members and only 15 (excluding the Politburo) re=
mained free, emong them Berls end Bagirov, which speeks well for their
political shrewdness end cleverness. In 1937 Beria flew to Moscow and
succeeded in forcing an investigation of Yezhov's asctivities by a commisslon
headed by Molotov, &s & result of which Beria replaced Yezhov and begen his
Mogcow or national cereer.

Bagirov drinks, smokes and is socisble. Although independent by, nsiure,
he ¥as a tool in the bands of Stalin whom he served ideclogically and not by any
design. Among the Azerbatjanians: . Bagirov alieys enjoyed the reputation
of being & Turkcphobe and & Russophile. He is & practicel men and an
orgenizer, but not & theoretician. His writing is done for him by his
Party apparstus. After Beria he is the best informed man or MVD
techniques. ILike Stelin and Beria, Bagirov is a product of the Oriental
political training,-- outwardly loyal and inwardly trgpcherouss -One eennot = ..
trust him.. - 7 :
Bugirov has a.thorough knowledge of the Neaxr ‘arid Middle East, - its people,
their psychol yy end history. .He is considered s specialist in diversionist
activities in Iran, Turkish-Azerbaijan 3nd even the Arsb States of the
Near East,and Soviet intelligence always works with hii‘mo

- : AR R, e
The present stagé .. Bagirov's cereer was his election’as an altérnate
menber of the Presidium. However, in April of 1953 he was relieved
of his job as first secretary of Azerbaijan 'm0 was-pub-bask ®n the job
of Cheirman iof‘thg&g@yhcil_ of Ministers of Azerbaijan. . This is definitely
o demotion.  The former MVD minister o Azerbaijan , Yskubov, (& Turk) weg:it whii
made the first secretary in place of Bagriuv. opagirov thus has become #2
master o” ‘zerbaijan shich, of course, throws a shedoy op his Presidium
Jjob.  How he. could be demoted while Beria 1s the stféﬁig‘éﬁt‘"ﬁiﬁ"iﬁ“the
Soviet Unlon is not clear yet.
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